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The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, December 26. 1691. 
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Hether there's any [uch thing as the 

imputed Righteoujnefs of Christ, by 
which we are ju/tified, fince the Que- 
rift can find no mention thereof in the new Te/tzment ? 

An(w. It’s for want of looking in the right placesthen, 
or indeed one wou'd think looking not at all, fince’risthe 
very chief defign, and whole Tenor of the Goipel, or 
New Law of Jefus, chat we are fav’d by his Merits, and 
for his fake, not our own, which we look on to be the 
fame in other words with Chrifts imputed Righteou{ne/s. 
But fince there are on both fides very dangerous Er- 
rors on this point, the P.pifts making their own works 
or Meritsthe proper Caufe of our Juftification, and the 
Antinomians denying any neceflity of Good Works, we 
muft carefully preceed between both Extreams to find 
the Truth ; which to do, we muft enquire what's the 
meaning of being Juftified, and of Chrifts imputed 
Righteoufnefs, and then we fhall eafily reconcile al! mi- 
fakes about either of ’em, and fhow in what Senfe they 
are to be put together. By God's juftifiing a Sinner 
then, asthe great Dr. Barrow molt clearly exprefles it, 
is meant, bislooking upon us, Qnd treating us as jujt and in- 
nocent perfons, althd before we food guilty of bainous Sins, 
and thereupon liable to grievous punifhments. Accordingly 
we fay, as Gods Word has directed us, that we are ju- 
{tified or accepted with God in feveral Sences, and by 
feveral ways —as a Means by Faith, or a tiue Belict of 
what God reveals, and trufting in his Mercy thro’ his 
$on, which is fo plain in the Scripture, that there are 
every where found places to prove it. To inftance in 
afew, Rom. 3. 30. God who juftifieth the Circumcifion by 
Faith, and the uncircumcifion thré Faith; and ch.3.V.20.By the 
deeds ofthe Law fhall no Flefh be juftified, —and 2%. A man 
is justified by Faith without the Deeds of the Law: What 
Law ? the Law of works, as the Apoftle tells us the verfe 
before, or Jewifh Law, wherein they fo much crufted, 
as appears both from its being oppofed to the Law of 
Faith, or the Gofpel, both here and all thré the Epiftle 
tothe Galatians, who were inclin'd to Judaifm, and by 
y.29.0f this fame Chap.Is be the God of the Fews only, is he 
not aljo of the Gentiles ? But this Law of Faith is oppos’d 
both tothe Ceremonial Law, which was thereby quite 
abolifh'd, and even tothe rigid moral Law, a fincere o- 
bedience being accepted by the Gofpel, whereas the le- 
gal Difpenfation requir’d that which was perfed, or 
Blood for its Tranfgreffion ; for as the fame Apoftle, If 
there had bin a Law which cou'd bave given Life, Righteou{- 
ne{s fhould bave bin by the Law ; the rigid Moral, not the 
Ceremonial, Dothis and live, as is further clear from his 
arguing v. 23. of che forenam’d Chap. All bave finned, 
and come fhort of the Glory of Ged. And that ’tis by the 
Law of Faith, or by Faith as a means, that we are ju- 
ftified or accepted with God, not by a rigid obfervation 
ofallthe precepts of the Law, now impoffible for us to 
obferve, he proves from the inftance of Abrabam in the 
next Chap. Abraham believ'd God, and that was counted un- 
t0 bim for Righteou{ne/s ; from which Text, unlefs we are 
miftaken, may be inferr’d a clearer Definition of Faith 
than all the Thorny niceties of the Shoolmen ever yer 
produced, namely, that ‘tis a firm dependance on God's 
Goodnefs and Truth, that whatever he has promis’d, he 
is both able and willing to pertorm: And this fence 
thereof is confirm’d and explain’d quite thrd the 4th. chap. 
He againft hope believed in hope— being not weak in Faith, 
be confi der'd not bis own Body being dead, &c. He ftagger'd 
not at the promife of God tbrd unbelief, but was flrong in 
Faith, giving Glory to God ; and being fully perfwaded that 
what he had promis’d he was able alfo to perform --and there- 
fore it (Paith’] was imputed uno him for Righteoufne/s : Thd 
he was not without Fault, yet God accepted this confi- 
dence of hisin his promife, inftead of a perteét Righte- 
eufnefs or Obedience. Obferve what is added v. 23.and 
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24. that this was written not for his fake alone, for 
his Honour, but for our fakes alfo, for our Direction 
and Comfort, to whom it fhall be imputed, Faith for 
righteou{ne(s, as ‘twasto him, if we believe in him that raifed 
upFelus from the dead,as Abrabam did in him that cou'd raife 
up {aac aType of Chrift. From all this it appears that we 
are, and bow ‘tis that we are juftified by Faith, as @ means 
of our Reconciliation with God:— But then this very 
Faith mutt be juftity’d by works, as Abrabam's was, fort 
had been in vain for him ro have pretended he had be- 
liev’dGods former promi{e to him,had he net in obedience 
to his Command alfo offer’d up his Son Ifaac. So faith 
the fame Apoftle in the 11th. co the Hebrews, By Faith 
Abraham when be was try'd offer'd up Ifzac ; whence we 
may learn to reconcile him and St. Fames, who {peaks 
ofthe felf famethigg, owns that Abraham was jultified 
by Faith, or accounted Righteous before God: Abrabam, 
lays he, believ'd in God. He plainly {peaks of true Faith 

the Nature of which he fhows, namely, that Good 
Works was of the Effence and Perfection thereof : Faith 
without works is dead — By works is Faith made perfed. 
Abraham was juftified by works, that is, as juft after ‘tis ex- 
plain'd, Faith wrought with bis works. Thus far weare 
then come, Faith juftifies as a Means or Inftrument, 
Works juftifiethat Faith. Then 3dly,We are alfo jutti- 
hed by Baptilm, asa Sign, a an earneft of our 
acceptance with God. Its the Door of the Church, 
(extraEcclefiam won eft Salus,in an ordinary way) as Faith 
is the Hand that opens and admits us in. And this ma- 

ny Learned men believe is intended in that wafhing which 
the Apoftle referrs to, 1 Cor. 6.11. And {uch were fome of 


You, but you are wafhed, but you are fanitified, but you are 


juslified inthe Name of our Lord, and by the Spirit of our 
God ; where is aclear allufion to, if not a diftinét menti- 
on of the three adorable Perfons of the facred Trinity into 
whole Name we are baptiz'd, our Lord Jefus, and the 
H. Spirit of our God ; which perhaps relates to Father 
and Sen both, fince it proceedsfrom themboth. Inthe 
fame fence is Baptifm call’d by the fame Apoftle, atrey 
mA fyaveotag, the Laver of Regeneration ; gra kage 
our Church not only lawfully but commendably ules 
the word Regeneration for Baptifm, and in the Off- 
ces for that Sacrament, mote than once mentions the 
childs being Regenerate,which it explains by its being graft- 
ed into the Body of Chrifts Church, and fo admitted in- 
to the Communion of Saints, as all thofe are call who 
aré Members thereof, and appears fo tothe World, tho 
they may be Hypocrites in their Hearts, and before God. 
They have then a foederal Holinefs, as Children of be- 
lieving Parents, and as the firft-born among the Fews 
were dedicate, devoted, or Holy in the Lord, and in that 
fenfe they are Holy, in that fence they are Regenerate, 
as ‘tisin che other Sacrament, and aseven ill men in a 
fence eat and drink the Body and Blood of the Lord ; 
that is, Chrift and the Church have dene their parts, and 
Holine(s, Juftification and Regeneration are actually 
conferr’d by cheir Sacraments, if the perfons receiving 
be not wanting to themielves, tor they work not as 
Charms, but by a rational way as Well as in a Spiritual 
manner, And tho’ the. Apoftle fays, Baptifm does now 
fave us; and a greater than he, our Saviour himfelf, 
that be that believeth and is baptiz'd, fhall be fav'd; ma- 
king Salvation the effeét of both, yet as our Saviours 
words intimate, there ymuft be fomething befides Bap- 
tifm, namely, Faith, which as is prov’d, includes Obedi- 
ence: and the Apoftle adds, "Tis mor only the Ceremony 
which muft fave us, removing the filsh of the Flefh, or out- 
ward ceremonial wafhing with water, but the anfwer of 4 
odd Con{cience towards Ged, through the refurretlion of Fe- 
ws. Thus much of the Fuftificasion by Baptifm, which 
in the fenfe we have explaiod it, not only the Church of 
England, but alk the Primitive Ch. did unanimoufly be- 
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lieve. Forthe laft and chief fenfe in which we are ju- 
fifi'd, or accounted Righteous before God, the fole, 
true, , meritorious Caufe thereof is the Merits or 
Righteoutaets of Chrift, and we wonder how any can 
deny this who have ever feen the Bible ; by which we 
mean all his active and paffive Obedience, tho’ more e- 
{pecially the ineftimable Saci ifice of his moft precious 
Death, by which, as the Apoftle tells us, be became the 
Aushor of Evernal Salvavion to thofe that believe : Thé his 
very Death was in a fentejuftifid,or acceptable with God 
by the obedience and Holineis of his Lite, as well asthe 
dignity of his Perfon; tor had he net bésn the Lamb with- 
out {got, his Death cou’d have been of no value to atone 
for the Sins of the World, all the World were loft ia 
Adams tranfgreffion. Now if this Ri hteouinefs, or 
Obedience, or Merits of onr Saviour, W ich we take to 
fignifie the fame thing, be not imputed to us, how come 
we to be fav'd by it, or by him who is the fecond Adam? 
or is't omly his Example that faves us, as the Socinians 
very rationally dream? We fhou'd have perfeétly obey'd 
Gods will, we cou’d not, we have all finn'd, and were 
guilty of Death .— Chrift did perform it, Chrift dy’d, 
how come we not to dye, if not by his Death? how 
was that acceptable as Man but by his Obedience ? How 
come we to efcape but by his dying ia our ftead, as 
well as finithing and fulfilling all Righteoufnefs betore 
he dy’d? and what's all that to us, unlefs imputed to us, 
that is, accounted as if we had really done it, fince ‘twas 
done by our Surety for us, tho’ this ftill we are to ob- 
tain a {hare in by thofe means before preicribed, v/¢. 
aith and Obedience ; yet {till not for chat Obedience, 
tor that Faith asa meritorious Caufe, only as an Inftru- 
ment are we fav’d, juftifid, or accepted, or accounted 
righteous before God. We have advanced nothing on 
this Head but what we think we have exprets warrant 
for in the very words of Scripture.Therefore not to heap 
up many, from the Old Teftament we fhall only pro- 
duce one, I/a.'53. 11. My righteous Servant hall jujtifie 
many, for be {hall bear their Iniquities. It he bears our 
Iniquities, the punifhmeat of ‘em, we by parity of Rea- 
fon mutt bear his Righteouf{ne(s, muft be jultitied there- 
by. In the New Teftament we'll only take our Argu- 
ments out of one Chapter, the sth. of the Rom. where 
v. .'tis faid, We are juftified by bis Blood, there's his paf- 
five Obedience ; v.19. By the Obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous ---there’s both active and pailive, be- 
caufe af to Adam's Difobedience : But fhou'd it be 
deny’d, the preceding verfe we think will place it be- 
yond doubt: As by the offence of one Fudgment came upon 
all men to condemnation, even fo by the Righteou/ne/s of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto juftification of Life. Adams 
offence is imputed to us, or why do we dye, Chrifts 
Righteoufnets is imputed to us, or how do we live? 
By whofe Righteoutnefs its plainly affrm’d in the words 
mention’d, a/é men havea Title to Juftification of Life 
or fuch a State offavour and acceptance with God as, 
if it ben’e their own faults, if they hearken to the of. 
fers of peace and pardon, before the Day of Grace is 
pafsd, will certainly by Gods Merey bring them to eter- 
nal Life. —— And thus we have endeavour'd to anfwer 
this Gentlemans Queftiog, for the other, concern- 
ing the odd Inclinations of an Acquaintance of his, whom 
he takes to bea good Man, we think it more fit for a 
private Letter than fucia publick Paper. 

Queft. 2. Seeing ‘tis undenyably allowable by the Laws 
of God for the Clergy to marry, bow comes it to pafs that 
sheir Wives and Children above all otbers fhow'd prove moft 
unhapoy ? 

Anjw. As the Queftion is propofed, that their rela- 
tiens are generally and remarkably unhappy more than 
others, we are certain ‘tis not true, but believe it only 
an old piece ef Popith Superftition, which they haye 
fubtilly fpread, and prevat ‘d to make it pafs like one 
of their own Traditions, tho ‘tis indeed like them, no 
better than an old wives Fable, which to confute, we 
need fend the Querift no farther chan to the Parfons 
Sons Feaft, where he may by the very fence of feein 
be convined of the contrary. This we fay in 
their being generally unhappy, as if Heaven fhou'd 
have plac’d fome mark of difpleafure upon them more 
than others, wut yet if they fhould fometimes,nay not fel- 
dom prove more unhappy than others, there might be an 
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eafie natural Reafon to be a the for’t. They have hadi: 
genuousEducation,they are | poor,theState takes no wt 
of em, as it does in other Nations ; hence they _ 
d to more Temptations than almoft any othe 
or which reafon ‘tis rather a wonder that more of ’ > 
take not ill Courfes, and an honour shat fo many Oflen 
come to geod, than at all ftrange if fome ot’em ce 
no better than they fhou’d be. hee 
Queft. 3. Whether there be any example of an Extempor 
Prayer made before a publick Congregation met together 
for the publiick Worfbip of God in all the New Teflemens ? 
Anjw. The Querift knows as well, or better tha; 
we, that there is no fuch thing, if we take Extempore 
prayers for che immediate production of the Preacher, 
not the miraculous Gifts of Gods Holy Spirit, whic), 
was then pour’d outon the Apoftles and other Chr, 
ftians. They, its true, might, and we believe did o" 
without premeditation, both word and matter F ay 
immediately infpired by God, which fure none be 
the wildeft Enthufaft will now pretendto ; or jf Sem 
do, we muft take the Liberty not to believe ad 
till we fee ‘em work other Miracles. But here m 
muft own, we think there are is a Medium to be found 
between all Form and all Extempore, namely ites 
ditated prayer, we mean as to the things, ‘Dot na 
words; — which feems at leaft as allowable py 
well as feafible, as a Sermon thus utter’d ; which way 
of preaching, as the Querift knows, is the method 7 
fome Great Men in the Church of England, and be 
the fame way of praying, es we think moft grant . 
allow’d before Sermon in their Pulpits, as the W i 
ter of the C ASE of Prayer owns, tho’ cautioufly i. 
and we alfo believe, taat there are very few w! : te 
command of words enough to expreis then fely ape 
they ought on fuch an occafion, and theretore a Eo +> 
is the fate way. _ 


o> All Gentlemen who expect the benefit of our p 
Propolais for the Young srudents Library are a 
fired to fend in their Money by the roth of - 
nuary next at furtheft (for upon their Had 
who live ata great diftance from London, we find 
it requifite to allow ‘till thatcime for the fendin 
in Subicriptions) to Fohn Dnnten at the Raven j 
the Poultrey; for we having already got a ee 
number of Subicribers, fhall toon have this wake 
the Prefs, in which fuch great care will be Am 
both asto good paper, and as tothe accuracy of the 
Tranflations, exc. that we doubt not but to give ‘ 
neral fatistaction to all Subicribers, — For : 
further information read thePreface to our 4th "Sup 
plement,which is now publifht, and alfo the Pofieri 
toour Mercury Num. 3.V. 5. * 

* .* The Supplement to the Fourth Volume of the Athenian 

Mercury containing an account of the Defign and 

Scope ef the molt confiderable Books new! 

Printed in England, and in the Forretgn Fournals ba! 

of the Quality of the Authors, if known: with impar- 

tial Remarks upon their Undertaking and Perfarinaee 

Thefe Supplements will be continued conftancly by feve- 

ral Learned Perfons, and comprehend a Brief I/ea of all 

valuable Books publifht from time to time. Printed 
for John Duntonat the Raven in the Poultrey. where are 
to be had the 1. 2d. 3d. and 4th, Volumes of the Athe- 
nian Mercury, and the Supplements to’em : And alfothe 

Preface,Index and 12 Numbers alone, that compleat the 

firft 18 Numbers of the 42h. Volume, in which 12 Num 


bers are anfwer'd many of the Queftions late! yfent us, - 


sotemneneinl 


Adberifement, 


TS All not ont by the way: Or a Perfwa- 


fion to a Friendly Correfj 
ondence 
_ between the Conformifts and Nop-covaua 
In a Funeral Difcourfe on Gen. 45. 24. Oc- 
cafioned by the Defire of Mr. Anthony Duné 
oe ee ee Will. 
M. A. Sold by ohn Dunton at the Raver 
in the Posltrey. Price bound 1 s. Z 
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By 7 timothy Rogeriy 
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